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THE ERA EDITOR'S NOTE. 

Iu Jnuuaiy iLicie ajiptaicd iu uuc U the popular daily 
journals of San Francisco aa account cf what was called 
"A Remarkable New Version of the Apocalypse of Abraham," 
by Professor G. Nathanael Bonwetsch, cf the University of 
Goettingen, Germany; and then followed a partial translation 
of the same. In some of its passages tae writer observed 
many things of a character both as to incidents and doctrines 
that ran parallel with what is recorded in the Book of Abra¬ 
ham, given to the world by Joseph Smith in 1836 (?). 
Especially was this true in relation to the idolatrous character 
of Abraham's immediate forefathers, his cadi to depart from 
them, the future promise of a special inheritance, the fact of 
his receiving a special revelation from God, making known 
great things concerning the structure of the heavens and the 
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earth, the pre-existence of the spirts of men, and the choice 
of certain of them to be God's rulers in the earth, Abraham 
being among them. All these corroborating facts of the con¬ 
tents of the Book of Abraham were intensely interesting and 
important if the old Slavic manuscript from which Professor 
Bonwetsch was reported to have translated his book was in 
existence and of great antiquity. 

The first impulse was to publifh so much of the book as 
the daily paper referred to had produced, and point out the 
parallel inridento and doctrines in ihe Book of Abraham; but 
talking the matter over with Elder E H. Anderson (to whom, 
let us here say, we have often been indebted for many valuable 
suggestions in connection with the publication of the Era), 
he suggested that we write and ascertain from Professor 
Bonwetsch himself if he had issued such a work, and if so 
obtain one from him. This was done, and a translation of 
the “Revelation of Abraham" is presented to our readers. 
On account of its length it has been divided and will appaar in 
two numbers of the magazine, and will be followed by a third 
paper the purpose of which will be to indicate the points of 
comparison between this translation from the old Slavic 
manuscript and the Book of Abraham. It will be in the second 
paper, that the points of comparison will be most striking, 
and we must ask our readers to suspend their judgment as to 
the value of this production until the whole of it is before 
thorn. It ohould aloo be added that how much of this Story 
from the old Slavic manuscript is tinged with fable and how 
much represents the true visions cf the patriarch Abraham, 
as related by himself, we cannot pretend to say. 


THE TRANSLATOR.’ NOTE. 

In volume I. of an extensive religious work being pub¬ 
lished in Leipzig, entitled, “Studies for the History of 
Theology and the Church," edited by Prof. G. Nathanael 
Bonwetsch and R. Seeberg, is found a translation of the 
Apocalypse of Abraham by the firs: named gentleman, who U 
a professor in the University of Goettingen. This Apocalypse 
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of Abraham, according to Professor Bonwetsch, waa found in 
in old Slavic manuscript, in the University of Moscow, Russia. 
The old Slavic is a language from which the Russian is de¬ 
rived. The professor says that the old Slavic translation is 
very complete when compared with other fragmentary ren¬ 
ditions of this same subject matter, made by various scholars 
u far back as the early part of the fourteenth century, and 
which renditions might more properly be called, the Testa¬ 
ment of Abraham. He suggests, further, that the Slavic 
manuscript has evidently a Greek origin, judging from one 
thing, from the high literary and theological education of its 
author. Comments upon the Greek version, not yet dis¬ 
covered, but from which the Slavic is supposed to have been 
taken, have been found dated as early as the ninth century. 
Prof. Bonwetsch found the aid of a specialist necessary in 
making the present translation to Germac. 

The translation to English, herewith presented to the 
readers of the Era, has been made from the original German 
for this magazine. A copy of the German work, which con¬ 
tains besides the Revelation of Abraham » very learned dis¬ 
cussion on its origin, genuineness and antiquity, was sent to 
tbe Era by courtesy of Prof. Bonwetsch, upon personal ap¬ 
plication. 


THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION OF ABRAHAM, 
THE SON OF TERAH, THE SON OF NAHOR, THE 
SON OF SERUG, THE SON OF REU, THE SON 
OF ARPHAXAD, THE SON OF SHEM, THE 
SON OF NOAH, THE SON OF LAMECH, 

THE SON OF METHUSELAH. THE 
SON OF ENOCH, THE 
SON OF ARED. 


1 . 


On the day when I planed (polished) the gods of my 
father Terah, and the gods of Nahor, his brother, I pondered: 
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who is in truth the strong god. I, Abraham, at the time of 
my offering, when I had finished the service of the sacrifice 
of my father Terah to his gods of gold, silver, brass, and iron, 
going into the temple for service, 1 found the god Marumatb, 
hewn (shaped) of stone, fallen forward by the feet of Nahor's 
iron god. And it happened when I saw it, my soul was 
perplexed, and I considered that I was not able to put him 
back into his place, I, Abraham, alone, because he was heavy, 
being formed of a large stone, and I went to and made it 
known to my lather. Then he west in with me and both of 
us could hardly move him onward to bring him back to his 
place. And his head fell from him while I yet held him by 
the head. It happened that when my father saw that Maru- 
math’s head had fallen off, he said :o me: "Abraham," and I 
answered, "Here I am.” Then he said tome: "Bring me (he 
hatchet from the house." And I brought it to him. And he 
hewed into shape another Maruma:h, without a head, out of 
another stone, and the head which had fallen from Marumatb, 
he put upon it, and the rest of Maiumath he destroyed. 

II. 

And he made five other gods and gave them to me, com¬ 
manding me to sell them out in the streets of the city. And 
I saddled my father’s ass and laid them upon it, and went to 
the inn to sell them. ADd behold nerchants with camels from 
Fandana, Syria, passed on their wiy to Egypt, to purchase 
their papyrus from the Nile. Anc I asked them and they 
answered, and I conversed with them. And one of the camels 
belching, the ass was frightened and ran away and threw off 
the gods, breaking three of them, but two were left. And it 
happened when the Syrians saw tbit I had gods, they said to 
me: "Why did you not make known to us that you had gods, 
so we might have purchased them, before the ass heard the 
voice of the camel, and would no: have been lost? Give 
us now the remaining gods, and we will pay you the fit 
price. And I considered, troubled in my heart, how I might 
bring to my father the purchase price of all the gods. Notic¬ 
ing my embarrassment they gave me the price of all the gods 
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(or the broken gods; and the three broken ones I threw into 
the waters of the river Gur which was near by, and they sank 
into the depths thereof, and henceforth were no more. 

III. 

But as I still went on my way, my heart was stirred and 
my mind was troubled. I said in my heart: What an evil 
thing is this my father does? Is he not rather the god of his 
gods. since they come into being by his chisel, bis lathe and 
bis skill; and would it not be more proper for them to worship 
my father, inasmuch as they are his creitions? What an evil 
deception is this of my father in his works! Behold Mam- 
math fell and could not raise himself in his temple nor could 
1 alone move him, until my father came and together we 
raised him; and because we were too weak, his head fell off 
and he set it upon another stone of another god which he had 
made without a head. And likewise the other godu which 
were broken in falling from the ass, which could neither free 
themselves nor harm the ass that demolished them; neither 
came their broken remains from the river. And I said in my 
heart: This being so, how now can Maruwath, my father’s god, 
having another stone’s head, and being made of another stone, 
save a man, or hear a man’s prayer and reward him? 

IV. 

And as I thus reflected, 1 came to ay father’s house; and 
I watered the ass and fed him hay, and took out the silver 
and gave it into the hands of my father Terah. When he saw 
it he was glad and said: “Blessed are you, Abraham, by my 
gods, since you have brought the price cf the gods, and my 
labor has not been in vain.” And I answered and said to him: 
"Hear, my father Terah, blessed are the gods by you, for you 
are god to them, for you have made them, their blessing is 
destruction, and their help is vain: who could not help them¬ 
selves, how shall they help you or bless me? I was consider¬ 
ate of you in this gain, because of my gcod sense, 1 brought 
yon silver also for the broken gods." And when he heard my 
words, he was very angry with me because I had spoken hard 
words against bis gods. 
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V. 

But I, having reflected upon the auger of my father, 
went out, whereupon he called me, saying: "Abraham!" 
and I said, "Here 1 am," and he »aid: "Gather the shavings 
of the firewood from which I made gods before you came, 
and prepare me food for dinner." And it came to pass that 
while gathering the shavings, 1 found among them a small 
god which had been laid in the litter to my left; and upon bis 
lotclicad «u wiiiien: God Bubal. And it came to pass that 
when 1 found him 1 kept him, and did not make it known to 
my father that I had found the god Bariaat among the shav¬ 
ings. And it happened when 1 hid placed the shavings into 
the lire to prepare food for my father, that 1 went out to en¬ 
quire concerning the meal, and I set Barisat by the lighted 
fire and said to him, "Take care, watch, Barisat, until I re¬ 
turn, that the fire be not extinguished. If it goes down, blow 
upon it that it may burn up again." And 1 went forth and 
fulfilled my errand; and, returning, I found Barisat fallen 
backward, his feet terribly burned surrounded by fire. And 
it came to pass when 1 saw this, I said laughingly to myself: 
"In truth, Barisat, canst thou not light a fire and cook a 
meal?" And it came to pass that while 1 was thus speaking 
to myself and laughing, he gradurlly burned up and became 
ashes. And 1 brought the meal to my father and he ate; and 
1 gave him wine and milk, and he drank and was glad, and 
blessed his god Marumatb. 1 said to him: "Father Terah, 
bless not your god Marumath, neither praise him, but rather 
exalt your god Barisat, because loving you more, he has 
thrown himself into the fire to cook your food." He asked 
me: "Where is he now?" I replied: "He was burned into 
ashes in the fierceness of the fire, and became dust." Then 
he said: "Great is the power of Birisat, 1 will make another 
one today, and tomorrow he shall prepare my food." 

VI. 


But when I, Abraham, heard tuch words from my father, 
1 laughed to myself, yet sighed in the sorrow and anger of my 
soul, and said: "How can a fashioned statue, made by him, 
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help my father? Will he now permit his body to be subject 
to his soul, and bis soul to his spirit, and his spirit to ab¬ 
surdity and ignorance? For once it may be meet that evil 
should be suffered in order that I may dwell upon pure things 
and lay open my thoughts before him." Then I continued: 
“Father Terah, whichever of these you adore as a god, you 
are unreasonable. Behold the gods of my brother Nahor 
which stand in the holy temple, are more worthy of honor 
than yours: for behold Zucheus, his god, is more worthy of 
honor than your god Marumatb, ior he is artfully adorned by 
man with gold, and when he grows old he can be made over 
(remoulded), but when Marumath is worn or destroyed, he 
cannot be renewed, since he is made of atone. As far as the 
god Joauv is concerned, who stands above the other gods 
with Zucheus, he is more honorable than the wooden god 
Barisat, for he is made of silver, made costly of man for show 
and appearance. But your god Barisat, before he was yet 
prepared, and unrooted from the earth, was grand and won¬ 
derful in the glory of his branches acd blossoms, but you 
have cleaved him with your ax, and through your skillful art, 
he became a god. Behold how he is withered, how his 
strength has departed; from his height he is fallen to the 
earth; from greatness, to the paltry anl mean. His counte¬ 
nance is vanished; he himself was burned by fire and became 
ashes, and is no more. And you declare: 'Today I will make 
another, who shall prepare my food tomorrow.’ Does this 
not leave him to his own destruction?" 

VII. 

Having so thought, 1 Abraham, came to my father say¬ 
ing: “Father Terah, fire is more worthy of honor than your 
gods of gold, silver, stone and wood, whom you revere, be¬ 
cause it consumes your gods; your gods are burned and are 
subject to fire; the fire consuming them mocks your gods. 
But even fire I call not god, because it is quenched by water, 
moreover, the water not only quenches the fire, but it sweet¬ 
ens the fruits of the earth; but water I do not call god, be¬ 
cause it is swallowed up by the earth; therefore, I call the 



?]2 


IMPROVEMENT ERA. 


earth more worthy of honor, became it controls the nature of 
the water. But earth ia not god, for it is dried up by the sun, 
and made subordinate to the labors of mankind. More 
worthy than the earth is the sun, because he lights the whole 
world with his beams. But neither do I call him god, for he 
ia hidden by the night. And again 1 do not consider the 
moon and the stars god, for they likewise in their seasons are 
obecured. But hearken to this, Father Terah, let me make 
known to you the God who has created all these, for he is the 
true God, who empurpled the heavens, and gilded the sun; 
who made the moon to shine and with her the stars; who 
dried up the earth in the midst of many waters; who set you, 
yourself, in it, and has now found me in the perplexity of my 
thoughts. O, would that God, through himself might reveal 
himself to us!" 

VIII. 

And it came to pass while I thus spake to my father 
Terah, in the court of my house, the voice of a Mighty One 
from Heaven came from a fiery cloud saying and calling: 
"Abraham, Abraham." I answered: "Here am I." And he 
said: "The God of Gods, the Creator, you are seeking in your 
heart; I am he. Go out from your father Terah, get you out 
of his house, lest you also be killed in the sins of the house 
of your father. And 1 went forth. And it came to pass as I 
went out, having hardly reached tie door of the court, there 
was a voice of great thunder, and he was burned, and his 
house, and all that was in it, even to the earth of forty ells. 


Then a voice spake to me twice: "Abraham, Abraham!" 
I answered: "Here am I." And he said: "Behold it is I, be 
not afraid, for I am before the wor.d was, a strong God who 
created even before the light of the world. I am your shield 
and your helper. Go hence, and take for me a three-year old 
heifer, and s three-year old goat, aid a three-year old sheep, 
and a turtle dove, and a pigeon, and bring me a pure sacrifice. 
And in this offering I will show you the Aeons, and reveal to 
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you that which is secret; and you shall see great things never 
before beheld by you; for you have loved to seek me, and I 
have called you my friend. But abstain from all food which 
comes from the fire, and drink no wine; da not anoint yourself 
with oil for forty days, and then present to me the sacrifice 
which I commanded you, at the place which I shall show you, 
upon a high mountain, and there I will show you the Aeons 
which have been wrought by my word, and firmly established, 
created and renewed, and I will reveal to you that which is to 
come to pass within them to those who do evil, and to those 
who work righteousness in the generations of men." 


And it came to pass as I heard the voice which spoke such 
words unto me, 1 looked hither and thither, and behold there 
wa9 breathless silence, and my soul wat frightened, and my 
spirit fled from me, and I fell like a stone to the earth, there 
being no strength left in me to stand. And while yet my face 
was upon the ground, 1 heard the voice of the Holy One 
speaking: "Go Iaoel, by the power of my unspeakable name, 
raise up this man for me, strengthen him. and quiet his trem¬ 
bling. And the angel came who had been sent to me in the 
likeness of a man, and took me by my right hand, and, putting 
me on my feet, said: 

"Arise, Abraham, friend of God wh? loveth you, let not 
the fear of man encompass you, for behold, I have been 
sent to you to strengthen you and to bless you in the name 
of God, the creator of the heaven and the earth, who loveth 
you. Be courageous and draw near unto him. 1 am called 
Iaoel by him who shaketh the creations of the firmament to 
the breadth of the seventh heaven, power being vested in me 
through his unspeakable name. Iam he to whom it is given, 
through bis command, to reconcile the cherubim, and teach 
those who take upon them his name the song of the seventh 
hour of the night of man. I am set apart to control the Levia¬ 
than, for through me the attacks and tbreatenings of every rep¬ 
tile are subdued; 1 have been commanded to unbind Hades, and 
to destroy those who gaze at death I I im he who was com- 
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manded to set on fire your father’* house, and to destroy him 
because he worshipped dead goda I am now sent to you to 
bless you, and the land which the Eternal One has prepared 
for you, unto whom you have called: and for your sake I have 
made my way to the earth! Arise, Abraham, with courage, 
go with great joy and gladness. 1 am with you, for the Eter¬ 
nal One has prepared for you honor everlasting. Go, finish 
the sacrifice of the commandment*, for behold I am set apart 
with you and with the generation* which have been before 
prepared, out ot you; and with me, Michael blesses you for¬ 
evermore. Be courageous, go!" 


And I arose and saw him who had taken hold of my right 
hand, and placed me upon my feet: and this was the appear¬ 
ance of his body: his feet were like sapphire, and his coun¬ 
tenance like chrysolith, and the hair of his head was white as 
snow; and the turban upon his head was like the appearance 
of the rainbow; his garments were like purple, and he held a 
golden sceptcrin his right hand, and he said unto me: 

“Abrahaml" And I answered: "Behold, thy servant!" 
And he said: "Let not my countenance nor my speech frighten 
you, that your soul be not confused. Go with me, and I will 
go with you to the visible sacrifice, and I will go with you 
eternally to the aacrifice which in invisible. Be of good cheer 
and go!” 
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XII. 

We two then went together forty days and forty nights. 
I ate no bread and drank no water, ior the sight of the angel 
who was with me was my bread, »nd his speech was my 
drink. We came to the mount of Gad’s majesty, Horeb. I 
said to the angel: "Singer of the Primeval Onel behold we 
have no offering, yet I perceive a place for an altar upon the 
mountain; how can I sacrifice?" Then he said: "Look be¬ 
hind you." And 1 looked back and beheld all the animals 
commanded for sacrifice: the heifer, the goat, the sheep, the 
turtle dove and the dove. The angel said unto me: "Abra¬ 
ham," and I answered, "Here I am. ’ And he said unto me: 
"Slay all these and divide them in half, all but the birds, and 
give unto the men whom I shall show unto you; and standing 
by you, behold the altar upon the mountain to offer the sac¬ 
rifice unto the Eternal One. But the turtle dove and the dove 
give to me, for I ascend upon bird'* wings to show you that 
which is in heaven, and upon the earth, and in the sea, and in 
the abysses, in the underworld, and ia the Garden of Eden and 
its rivers, and in the fullness of the circuit of the whole world; 
for you shall behold all." 
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XIII. 

And I did all as the angel commanded me, and gave unto 
the men who had come unto us die divided parts of the ani¬ 
mals, but the angel took the birds. I waited for the evening 
sacrifice, but an unclean bird flew down upon the bodies, and 
I drove it away. But the unclean bird spoke to me and said: 
“What are you doing here, Abraham, upon the sacred height® 
where there is neither eating nor drinking? Nor is there any 
food for man upon them, none but what is consumed with 
fire, and the heights shall also barn you; leave the man that is 
with you, for if you go up to the summit, you shall be de¬ 
stroyed." 

And when I heard the bird speak, I said to the angel: 
“What is this my Lord?" And he answered: “This is god- 
lessness, this is AzazeL" And he said to him: "Shame 
Azazel, upon thee; for Abraham’s portion is in heaven, but 
thine is upon earth, because thoi hast chosen and loved it as 
a dwelling place of thy impurity; therefore, the Strong One, 
the Primeval One, the Ruler made thee an earth-dweller, and 
through thee every evil spirit of lies; and made also through 
thee anger, and vexation among the races of godless men; but 
God, the Primeval, Almighty, has not permitted that the 
bodies of the righteous should be in thy power, thereby the 
life of the righteous is secured »s well as the destruction of 
the wicked. Listen, tempter, be ashamed before me, for it 
is not given thee to tempt all the righteous. Away from this 
man; thou canst not mislead him, for he is thine enemy and 
the opponent of those who follow thee and love thy ways. 
Behold the garb which was formerly thine in heaven is 
chosen for him, and the corruption which was his is transfer¬ 
red to thee. 

XIV. 

The angel said unto me: “Abraham," and I answered, 
"Behold thy servant." And he said: “Know from this time 
forth that the Primeval One has chosen you, whom he loves; 
be courageous, and use this authority whenever I command 
you, against him who despises the truth. Am I not capable 
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of overpowering him who has disseminated the secrets of 
heaven upon the earth, and set up counsel against the Mighty 
One? Say to him: become thou the flame of the furnace of 
the earth. Go, Azazel, into the iaaccessible parts of the 
earth, for thine inheritance is with men over whom thou hast 
influence, who have their being through thee, because they 
are of thee, both in this world and beyond. Thy enmity is 
righteousness. Therefore, because of thy perdition, vanish 
before me I" And I spake the words which the angel had 
taught me. And he said, “Abraham," and I answered, “Be¬ 
hold thy servant." And he said: “Do not reply to him." 
And the angel spake to me again saying, "Moreover, what¬ 
ever he may say unto you, answer him not, that you may in 
no wise be swayed by bis will; because the Primeval One and 
Mighty One has given him influence and power; answer him 
not" I did as the angel commanded me; and however much 
Azazel pleaded with me to come down, I answered him not. 


And it came to pass at sunset, behold there was a smoke 
as from a furnace, and the men who held the portions of the 
sacrifice appeared upon the top of the smoking furnace. And 
the angel took me by the right hand, and placed me on the 
right wing of the dove; he sat on tbe left wing of the turtle 
dove which had been neither killed aor cut. And he carried 
me to the border of the fire flame. And we arose as by many 
winds to heaven which was fastened upon a level plain. And 
I saw in the air on the heights to which we arose an in¬ 
describably bright light; and behold in this burning light was 
a host of people.—a great multitude in the form of man,—all 
changing in appearance and form, running, changing, wor¬ 
shipping, and crying with one voice words which 1 knew not 

XVI. 

And I spoke to the angel: “Whr did you bring me hither 
at this time. Behold I cannot see, since I have become so 
weak that my spirit faints." And he answered: "Remain 
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with me; fear not, for that which you see approaching amidst 
many voices is the glory of the Primeval One who loves you, 
but himself you do not see. But let not your spirit grow 
faint at the loud cries, for I am with you to strengthen you. " 

XVII. 

He was still speaking, when behold, fare surrounded us, 
and a voice was in the fire, as the voice of many waters, and 
the sound of the raging sea. And the angel bowed with me 
and prayed. And I was about to fall upon the earth, for the 
high place upon which we stood reeled and trembled. He 
said: “Only pray, Ahraham, and repeat the SOUg which I 
taught you.” Then I prayed saying the song. Then he 
said: “Speak without ceasing.*' Then I spoke and he him¬ 
self uttered this song with me: 

Primeval, Almighty, Holy El, God, Sole Ruler, Self- 
Created, Incorruptible, Spotless, Eternal, Immortal, Fault¬ 
less, Self-Perfected, Self-Enlightened, with no father, no 
mother, Unbegotten, Supreme, Glowing, Upright, Loving 
Mankind, Benevolent, Kind, Bountiful, Watchful of Me, 
Long Suffering and Most Gracious El, (That is my God) 
Everlasting, Mighty, Holy, Sabaotb, Most Lordly, El, El, 
El, El, Iaoel! Thou art he whom my soul loves. Protector, 
Eternal, brighter than fire, more full of light, whose voice is 
like thunder, whose glance is like lightning, Many-eyed, who 
accepteat the prayers of those who revere thee, and turnest 
away from the petitions of these who comprehend thee by 
their passions; thou who resolved the confusions of the world 
caused by the godless, contesting with the righteous in past 
ages; thou who renewest the aons of the righteous! Thou, 
O Light, shinest before the dawn upon thy creatures, so that 
from thy countenence there is day on earth; and in thy 
heavenly abode, no other light ibideth save the inexpressible 
glance of the light of thy countenance! Accept my prayer 
and be glad therein and in my offering prepared for me by 
thine own self, because I sough: thc«. Accept m«, show me, 
teach me, and cause thy servant to know as thou hast 
promised." 
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XVIII. 

As I repeated the song, the flames of fire arose, and I 
heard a voice like the raging of the sea. And as the fire was 
lifted, I saw beneath the fire a flaming throne, and around 
it, many-eyed beings repeating the song, and beneath the 
throne, four fiery, living beings singing, and all looked alike, 
each of them had four faces,—one vas like a lion, one like a 
man, one like an ox, and one like aa eagle; four heads were 
upon their bodies, so that the four animals had sixteen faces, 
and each had six wings, extending from their shoulders, 
their sides and their thighs. The wings from their shoul¬ 
ders roverad their fares, the winga from their thigh8 covered 
their feet, but those of their sides were spread out as if for 
flying. And when they finished singiog, they viewed one 
another menacingly. And when the angel who was with 
me saw them threaten one another he left me and ran to 
them and turned the face of each creature away from the one 
opposite, so that they could not see one another’s threaten¬ 
ing faces. And be taught to them the primeval song of 
peace. And as I stood alone and looked, I saw behind the 
living beings a chariot with fiery wheels; each wheel had 
many eyes around about it; and above the wheels I saw the 
throne covered with fire flaming around about it. And be¬ 
hold an indescribable light encompassed a fiery multitude. 
And I heard their sanctified voices, like unto the voice of one 
man. 

XIX. 

And a voice came to me from the midst of the fire say¬ 
ing: "Abraham, Abraham,*' and I answered: "Behold, 
here 1 am.” And it said: "Behold the expanse under the 
plain upon which you now stand. There is no other in all 
space, save Him whom you have sought, and who loves you.” 
And as he still spoke, behold the expanse opened itself, and 
below me the heavens. And I saw upon the seventh firma¬ 
ment upon which I stood, a spreading, fiery light, aud dew, 
and a multitude of angels, and a power of invisible glory 
over the living beings besides whom I saw no one else there. 
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And I looked downward from the mountain upon which I 
stood, upon the sixth heaven, and saw there a multitude of 
spiritual, bodiless, angels who fulfilled the commands of the 
fiery angels who dwelt upon the seventh heaven. And be¬ 
hold also upon this firmament was no other power except 
that of the seventh firmament, nor were there other shapes 
than the spiritual angels. And the voice commanded that 
the sixth heaven should disappear, and I saw the powers of 
the stars of the fifth heaven whom the elements of earth 
obey. 

XX. 

Than th® Primeval, th® Strong One spoke to me: 
“Abraham, Abraham," and I answered: “Behold, here I 
am." And he said: “Behold, from above the stars which 
are beneath you. Count them for me, and tell me their 
number." And I replied: “How can I? fori am a man, 
dust and ashesl" And He said to me: “As the number and 
power of the stars shall I make your seed to a nation; yea to 
a select and chosen people, separate from the inheritance of 
Azazel." Then I said: “Primeval One, Almighty. Allow 
thy servant to speak before thee, and let not thy wrath be 
kindled against thy chosen one. Behold, before thou didst 
lead me up, Azarel derided me, why now, since he abideth 
not before thee, hast thou established him, and given him a 
place?" 

XXI. 

He said to me: “Now look beneath your feet upon the 
plane and recognize the pre-formcd creature upon this firma¬ 
ment, and the beings thereon; and the mons prepared be¬ 
fore." And I saw below the pltne of my feet the fifth firma¬ 
ment and what therein was, and in it the earth and its fruits, 
and all that moved upon it, and its spirits, and the power of 
its men, and the wickedness of their souls, and their dispen¬ 
sations of righteousness, and the beginnings of their works, 
the abyss with its tortures, and th® lowoet, and th® d®atruo 
tion therein. And I saw there the sea, its islands, animals 
and fishes, the Leviathan and bis possessions and his home 
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and his larking place and the world which lay upon him and 
his movements and the disturbances of the world for his 
sake. And I saw rivers, their sources and their courses; and 
I saw there the garden of Eden, its fruits and springs, and 
the river which flows from it, its trees and their blossoms, 
and those who deal honestly. And I saw in the garden their 
food and their salvation. And I saw a host of men, wopien, 
and children, one-half on the right side, and the other one- 
balf on the left side of the picture. 

XXII. 

And 1 said; "Primeval One, Strong One, what is this 
picture of the creature?" And he said to me: “This is my 
will in relation to that which has a being in the Council, and 
it became pleasing before me, and then afterwards I com¬ 
manded them to be through my word. And it came to past 
that as many as J had authorised to exist, before for tr aid in this 
picture, and had stood before me pre-:reated,—as many as you 
have seen ." 

And I said: “Ruler, Strong One. Thou Who Waat Before 
the World. Who are the multitude it this picture, on the right 
hand and on the left t" 

And He said to me: “ Theie upon the left side are 
the multitude of former generations, and those to come 
after you. These for judgment and crder; those for vengeance 
and destruction at the end of the world But those on the right 
side of the picture are the people chosen for me, separated from 
the peoples of Asatel These are those which I have prepared to 
be born through you and to be called my people. ” 

XXIII. 

“Behold also in the picture him who led Eve estray; and 
behold the fruit of the tree; and know that which is to be, 
and the numbers of your seed among men at the end of the 
days of the world; and that which surpasses your understand¬ 
ing, I shall make plain to you, for you are pleasing before 
me, and to you will I make known the secrets of my heart." 
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And I looked about in the picture, and my eyes rested 
upon the side of the Paradise, Eden, and I saw there a man, 
very tall, broad and matchless ia appearance, in embrace with 
a woman who equalled the maa in growth and physique. 
And they stood under A Tree of Eden, and the fruit of this 
tree was like unto the grape of the vine; and behind the tree 
stood a being like a serpent in form, having hands and feet 
similar to a man, and wings on its shoulders, six on its right, 
and six on its left; and they held the grape of the tree in their 
hands; and they whom I saw embracing loved each other. 
And I said: "Who are those who mutually embrace? Who 
is the one that exists between them? What is the fruit which 
they e»i? O Suuug One, Fxiuie»al Onel" And he said: “This 
ia the council of men, this is Adim, and this is their desire 
on earth, this is Eve, but that which is between them is the 
wickedness of their act leading to destruction, that is Azazel 
himself.” And I said: "Primeval One, Strong One, why hast 
to destroy with such efiectivenes* the generations of mankind? 
thou imparted to this being, in hie works upon the earth, power. 
And he said to me: "Hear, Abraham, those who desire the 
Evil, and as many as go against my will, and practice evil, 
over them have I given him power to be loved by them." 
And I answered and said: "Primeval One, Strong One, why 
hast thou so planned that Evil should be desired in the 
hearts of men, since thou indeed art angry over that which 
thou intended, and with him who by the decree doeth the 
useless thing?" 


XXIV. 

And he spake to me thus: "Being angry with the nations 
because of you, and because of the chosen people, and the 
mission of your generations which you behold in the picture, 
1 show unto you what shall come to pass in the last days. 
Look now upon all things in the picture." And I looked and 
saw there that which had been before me in creation. I saw 
like as if it were Adam and with him five, and with them the 
Evil Enemy, and Cain who had through this enemy become a 
transgressor, and the slain Abel, ind the destruction which was 
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brought upon him iod given to him through the transgressor. 
I saw there also the lewdness and the unchastity which they 
desired, and her pollution, and their envy, and the fire of 
their perishableness in the nethermost parts of the earth. 
And I saw there theft and those who hastened to it, and the 
order of their reward, the judgment of the great judgment 
I saw there nude men, their foreheads against each other; 
and their shame and their passion which were against their 
partners, and their reward. I saw their desire, and in their 
band the chief of each and every transaction; and their silence, 
their scattering, and their abandonment to destruction. 

XXV. 

I saw there the likeness of an idol of wrath, an image 
made of material like unto that which my father bad made, 
and its body was of shining brass Before it stood a man, 
and he worshipped it, and there was an altar opposite, and 
boys were butchered upon it in full view of the idol. 1 said: 
"What is this idol? What is the altar? Who are they that 
are sacrificed? Who is he that brings the sacrifice? What 
is the temple which I see, so beautiful in art, and in the 
majesty of thy glory found under the throne?” And he said: 
"Hearken, Abraham, that which you see, the temple, the 
throne (?) and the splendor signifies to me the Priesthood of 
the name of my glory, in which dwells every prayer of man, 
and in which is the rise of the kingi and the prophets, and as 
many sacrifices as 1 have determined shall be made among 
my people, which shall be brought forth from your gener¬ 
ations, but the image which you sec is my wrath with which 1 
am angered because of the people which proceed from you. 
But the man whom you saw butchering, he it is who tears 
open the victims of murder who are to me a testimony at the 
final judgment from the beginning of creation. 

XXVI. 

And I said: "Primeval One, Strong One, wherefore hast 
thon decreed that it should be so? Give me again testimony 
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of it” And He said: “Hearken, Abraham, know what I tell 
you, and answer me whatever 1 ask you. Why did not your 
father Terah listen to your voice? Why did he not depart 
from the demon of the idols, until he perished, and his entire 
house with him?" And I said: “Primeval One, Strong One, 
entirely because he did not chooie to listen to me; but neither 
did I follow his works.” And he said to me: "Hearken, Abra¬ 
ham: as the decree of your father was within him, and as your 
will is in you, so also is the will of my decree in me, prepared 
within me for the coming days, before you know those days, 
or see with your eyes what shall take place therein.—Behold 
the destiny of your seed in the picture." 

XXVII. 

And I looked and saw, ard behold the picture reeled, 
and from its left side went forth the people of the Gentiles, 
and they scattered and plundered those who were upon the 
right side, men, women and children; some they butchered, 
and others they held as prisoners. Behold I saw these run¬ 
ning up to those through four gates or entrances, and the 
temple they burned with fire, and that which was holy within 
it they plundered; and 1 said: “Primeval One, Strong One, 
behold my people which thou hast accepted, are being 
plundered by the multitudes of ihe Gentiles, some they kill, 
but others they hold fast as stringers, thy temple they have 
burned with fire, and the beautiful things therein, they have 
robbed and desecrated. Primeval One, Strong One, if this 
be so, why hast thou broken my heart, why should it be so?” 
And he answered me: "Hear, Abraham, what you have seen 
will happen because of your seed which anger me for the sake 
of ibe image which you saw, because of the killing which you 
saw through the passion in the temple.” And I said: 
“Eternal One, Strong One, may now the deeds of evil pass 
by in wickedness, but show ratter the works of the just who 
keep the commandments, for this thou canst do.”—And he 
said to me: "Rather the dispensation of the juet is seen in th« 
image of kings and those who judge with righteousness, 
whom I before treated to be ruler* among them; from these fro- 
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ceed men who guide the destinies of ill whom you have seen, and 
which have been made known to you ." 

XXVIII 

And I answered and said: “Primeval One, Strong One, 
thou who art made holy through thy power, be merciful to 
my petition, and show me, for thou hast led me up for this 
purpose; since thou hast led me up on thine height, make 
known to me, thy beloved, as much as 1 ask: whether my 
seed will be in the end as many as 1 saw.” And he showed 
me a multitude of his people and said to me: “Therefore, 
through the four exits which you saw cometh anger to me 
from them, and in these events it my recompense for their 
deeds. But in the fourth event, however, of a hundred years 

and one hour of the ieons,—the same one hundred years will 
consist of evil among the Gentiles, with mercy for an hour 
among them." 

XXIX. 

And I said: “Primeval One, Strong One, and how much 
time is an hour of the aeons?" And He said: “Twelve 
years have I ordained this wicked eon to rule among the 
Gentiles, and among your seed, acd what you saw will come 
to pass in the last days up to the end of time;—calculate and 
know what you behold in the picture. ” And I looked and 
saw a man going out from the left side of the Gentiles, and 
there went out men, women and children from the side of the 
Gentiles, and many hosts, and worshipped him. And while 
I yet looked, there went out from (he right side some who de¬ 
rided that man, some who smote him, but others worshipped 
him. And I at tho tim« that these worshipped him, that 
Azazel ran and worshipped, and having kissed his face he 
turned himself and stood behind him. And I said: “Pri¬ 
meval One, Strong One, who is the derided and smitten man 
worshipped by the Gentiles, with Azazel?” And He 
answered and said: “Hear, Abraham, the man whom you 
have seen derided and smitten, and again worshipped, that is 
the Salvation (Pardon) from the heathen to the people which 
is to come of thee, in the last days,—the twelfth hour of the 
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a*.on of wickedness. But in the twelfth year of my zcon of 
the last days, I will raise up this man which you saw from 
your seed, out of my people, and him shall all follow, and 
they shall be added as they are called of me, and as they 
change in their decisions (repeat). And those whom you 
saw going out of the left side cf the picture, having wor¬ 
shipped him, are these: Many from the Gentiles shall rely 
upon him; and others which you saw, from your seed on the 
right aide, some deriding and smiting him, others worship¬ 
ping him, many of them shall be offended in him. But he 
shall put to the test, in the twelfth hour of the end, those of 
your seed who have worshipped him; but in that hour of the 
end, there will be a shortening of the ®on, because of wicked¬ 
ness. Before the «eon of the rigbteous commences to grow, 
my judgment cometh over the 4i««nlut* G«nti1*a, through 
the people of your seed, separated for me. In those days I 
shall bring ten plagues over all creatures of the earth, 
through evil, and sickness, (tribulation) and the sighs and 
the sorrows of their souls. Even these I bring over the gen¬ 
erations of men which are upon the earth, because of the an¬ 
ger and vilenes8 of their natures, wherewith they anger me. 
And then there will be righteous men left out of your seed, a 
select number, hastening, in the glory of my name, to the 
place which has before been prepared for them, and which 
you saw desolate in the picture; and they will be planted 
there, to dwell, through sacrifice and gifts of righteousness 
and truth, in the xon of the righteous, and in my name they 
shall rejoice ever-more; they shall destroy those who de¬ 
stroyed, and shall deride those who derided them; and those 
who abuse them will be spit upon and defamed before me, 
while they ohell look upon me with gladness, rejoicing with 
my people, and receiving those vho turn to me in repent¬ 
ance. Behold, Abraham, bow much you have seen, and 
hearken to what you have heard, and know what has been 
taught to you. Go, labor with my inheritance, and I am 
with you forever." 

XXX. 

While he was still speaking I found myself on the 
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earth. And I said: "Primeval One, Strong One, so soon 
am 1 bereft of the glory in which I was above, and my soul 
longs to know so much in my heart,—so much that 1 have 
not learned.” And He said to me: "That longing of your 
heart I will tell to you: you have sought to see the ten 
plagues which I have prepared for the Gentiles and which I 
had before prepared at the passing of the twelfth hour upon 
the earth. Hear, as all 1 shall make known unto you, so 
shall it be: the first calamity shall be great need; the second, 
conflagration of cities; the third, destruction, pestilence of 
animals; the fourth, hunger over the whole world of its 
species; the fifth, destruction among its rulers, earthquakes 
and deal ruction by (he sword) the sixth, the multiplying of 
hail and snow; the seventh, wild animals shall be its grave; 
the eighth, hunger and pestilence will bring about its down¬ 
fall; the ninth, punishment by theiword and flight in sorrow; 
the tenth, an uproar of voices and destroying earthquakes. ” 

XXXI. 

"Then shall I blow my trumpet from on high and send 
my Chosen One who has a fullness of all my power, and he 
shall call together my 'despised people from the nations, and 
I shall burn with fire those who have derided them and who 
have domineered over them in this *on. And I shall make 
those who have covered me with derision, also a derision in 
the coming icon, for I have prepared them as food for the fire 
of Hades, and for unceasing flitting about in the sphere of 
the Under-World, beneath the earth, their bodies filled with 
worms. For those of them who have chosen my will, shall 
behold the righteousness of the Creator, and those who have 
openly kept my commandments shall rejoice with great re¬ 
joicing over the destruction of those men who have abandoned 
me and followed idols and committed deeds of murder. And 
corruption shall overtake them in the body of the Evil Worm, 
Azazel, by the fire of whose tongue they shall be burned; for 
while I waited for them to come to me, they loved and 
praised the stranger, and followed him with whom they were 
told to have no part, but the Mighty Lord they have de¬ 
serted.” 
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XXXII. 

"Therefore, hear, Abraham, and see, behold your 
seventh generation shall go with you, and they shall go into 
a strange land, and be made servants unto those who shall 
do evil unto them, as one hour ol the *on of godlessness; but 
of the nation by whom they are made servants, shall I be the 
judge." 



COMMENTS ON THE BOOK OF THE REV¬ 
ELATION OF ABRAHAM. 

BY THI EDITORS. 


The Book of the Revelation of Abraham, translated from 
the German of Professor Bonwctmh, of the University of 
Goettingen, is before our readers, having appeared in the last 
two issues of the Era; and they can now compare it with the 
Book of Abraham, published in the Pearl of Great Price. 
The last named book, it will be remembered by many, came 
into the possession of the Prophet Joseph Smith while living 
at Kirtland, in the summer of 1835. A Mr. Chandler, who 
was traveling through Ohio, exhibiting a number of Egyptian 
mummies, together with several rolls of papyrus, at Kirtland 
heard of the ability of the Prophet Joseph to translate ancient 
languages hy a divine gift He therefore submitted to him 
the several rollsof papyrus, which had been found in the 
coffins of the mummies; and such vas the importance of the 
documents, in the estimation of ths prophet, that the saints 
purchased both mummies and papyrus; and soon afterward 
the Prophet Joseph, with W. W. Fhelps and Oliver Cowdery 
acting as scribes, commenced the translation of the rolls. 
To their surprise and joy, they found that one of them con¬ 
tained the writings of Abraham, »nd the other of Joseph, 
who was sold into Egypt by his brethren. 

The whole record was never completely translated, but 
parts of it were, and those parts are to be found, as before 
stated, in the Pearl of Great Price; and we are ofthe opinion 
that this work given to the world by the great prophet of the 
nineteenth century can be compared with the Book of the Rev- 
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elation of Abraham, brought tn light by Professor Bonwetsch, 
with very great profit by the students oi our church literature; 
and it ia for this purpose that the latter work was published 
in the Era. 

The Book of Abraham would occupy too much space to 
be reproduced in the Era; nor do we think it necessary, 
since copies of the Pearl of Great Price are quite common 
among the Latter-day Saints, and can easily be secured of our 
pnb1i«King hnuo»«, fnr pnrpnap nt the comparison sug¬ 
gested. 

That Abraham was a personage of very great importance 
in the times in which be lived is very evident from our biblical 
account of him; and it also appears from the fuller account of 
some phases of his life as described by Josephus in bis An¬ 
tiquities of the Jews. But it roust be remembered that even 
these records have failed to fully set foith the importance of 
the station he occupied before God, as «vid«ui fivm utlicr 
accounts concerning him. Josephus rrfers to mention being 
made of Abraham by Berosus—though without naming him— 
and quotes that writer as saying of Abraham, ‘Tn the tenth 
generation after the flood, there was asiong the Cbaldxans a 
man righteous and great and skillful in the celestial science," 
that is in astronomy. Josephus also refers to a book having 
been written concerning Abraham by Hecatxus, and further 
says thac "Nicmlus of Damascus, ia the fourth book of his his¬ 
tory, says of the patriarch: 'Abraham leigned at Damascus, 
being a foreigner, and came with an army out of the land 
above Babylon, the land of the Chaldaans; but after a long 
time he got him up and removed from that country, also with 
his people, and went into the land then called Canaan, but 
now the land of Judrea; and that is whei his posterity were 
become a multitude.' As to which posterity of his, we relate in 
another work.”* 

Thus it will appear that several very ancient authorities 
have writen of Abraham, and it is also quite evident, even 
from the number of apochryphal worksattributed to him, that 
he wrote some books himself. It is not at all to be wondered 

"Aotiqnitias of tha Jewa, Bfc. I., Cb. VII. 
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at that Abraham, if his character as described by Josephus is 
taken into account, should leave behind him some statement 
of the revelations of God to him. ladeed it would be more 
surprising to discover that he had foiled to do so; for Jose¬ 
phus describes him as being a "per»oh of great sagacity, both 
for understanding of things and persuading his hearers, and 
not mistaken in his opinions, for which reason he began 
to have higher notions of virtue than others had; and he de¬ 
termined to renew and to change the opinion that men hap¬ 
pened then to have concerning God." 

The same author also says of tbe effects of his sojourn 
among the Egyptians, that whereas "They were formerly ad¬ 
dicted to different customs and despised one another's sacred 
and accustomed rites, and were very angry one with another 
on that account, Abraham conferred with each of them and con¬ 
futed the reasons they made use of—every one for their own 
practices—he demonstrated that such reasonings were vain 
and void of truth; whereupon he was admired by them in 
those conferences as a very wise maa and one of great sagac¬ 
ity, who could discourse on any subject he undertook, and 
this not only in understanding, but in persuading other men 
to assent to him. He communicated to them arithmetic and 
delivered to them the science of astronomy; for before Abra¬ 
ham came into Egypt they were unacquainted with those parts 
of learning, for that science came with the Chaldeans into 
Egypt, and from them to the Greeks also." It would be sur¬ 
prising, we repeat, if this man, so distinguished for both his 
knowledge and wisdom, had failed to record some part of 
that wide information he possessed. 

Of course, from the writings of Abraham, brought to light 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, we are sure that he did 
not neglect to do this; while the several writings attributed to 
him, yet held to be more or less apochryphal, strengthen the 
belief that he did commit to writing the knowledge that God 
had imparted to him; and it is for this reason that this Book 
of the Revelation of Abraham is of to much interest. How 
many of his writings may have beet distorted by the folly 
and traditions of men, we are at a loss to know; and how 
much of truth is in this or that writing attributed to him, we 
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cannot s»y; but certainly it is both interesting and of import, 
■nee to take what has been brought to light of the old patri¬ 
arch's writings by the great modern prophet, and note the 
points of comparison between them. 

In this way the Book of the Revelation of Abraham may 
be compared with the Book of Abraham in the Pearl of Great 
Price; and it will be found that they agree in the following 
points: 

Fire/, in the (not that the immoditte ancestors of Abra¬ 
ham were idolators. 

Second, that the Lord revealed himself to Abraham, and 
called him to leave the home of his fathers, and that the Lord 
would give to him a particular land fot his inheritance. 

Third, the sending of an angel to be a deliverer and 
a guide to Abraham. 

Fourth, the revelation of the Lord to him concerning the 
creations of God, not only as pertaining t© the earth, but to 
the heavens also. 

Fifth, and perhaps the moat important, the fact of the 
pre-existence of spirits and the choice *f a special people from 
among them, described in the Book of the Revelation of Ab¬ 
raham, under the divisions marked XXI.. XXII., and XXIII. 

Sixth, in both productions Abraham is represented as be¬ 
ing the head of a chosen race, especially separated unto the 

Luid. 

We have stated that the most important point of com¬ 
parison is that which relates to the pre-existence of spirits, 
and the choice of a special people from among them. We 
here quote the reference to this subject from both books, first 
from the Book of the Revelation of ALraham: 

“He nid to me: 'Now look beoeath your fat upon the plane aod recog¬ 
nise the preformed creature upon this firmament, and the being* thereon; 
and the aont prepared before: And 1 saw bslow the plana ol my feet the 
fifth Grmameot and what therein was, and in it the earth and its fruits, and 
all that moved upoo It. and its spirits, and the power of its men, and the 
wickedness of their souls, and their dispensations of righteousness, and the 
beginnings of their works, the abyss with its tortures, and the lowest, and 
the destruction therein And I saw there the tea. its islands, animals and 
fishes, the Leviathan and his possessions and his home and his lurking place 
and the world which lay upon him and hia movements and the disturbances 
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of th« world for his sake. And I saw river*, hair sources and their course*; 
and I taw there the Garden of Eden, ita frail* and springs, and the river 
which flow* from it, it* tree* and their blossom*, and those who deal 
honestly. And I saw in the garden their food and their salvation. And 1 
saw a host of men. women, and children, onehalf on the right aide, and the 
other one-half on the left aide of the picture. And I said: ‘Primeval One, 
Strong One, what ia this picture of the creature?' And he said to me: ‘This 
is my will in relation to that which baa a beirg in the council, and it be¬ 
came pleasing before me. and then afterwards I commanded them to be [i. e. 
exist] through my word. And it came to Pass that as many as l had author- 
iccj to c*ut. he/oro for-troy.A in tkio pieJ-rt. and had stood before me 
fre-created.—as many as you have seen.' And I said: ‘Ruler. Stroog 
One, Thou Who Waal Before the World, who are the multitude in this 
picture, on the right hand and on the leftr And he said to me: ‘Theee 
upon the left aide are the multitnde of former generations, and those to come 
after you. These for judgment and order; tb>se for vengeance and destruc¬ 
tion at the ond of the world. But those on lie right side of the picture 
are the people chosen for me, separatedfron the people of Aeatel. These 
are those which I have prepared to be bom through you and to be catted 
my people. " 

In the Book of Abraham, found in the Pearl of Great 
Price, the passage relating to the same subject stands as 
follows: 

“Now the Lord had shown nnto me, AVraham, the intelligences that 
were organised before the world was; and am»g all these there were many 
of the noble and great ones; and God saw them soul* that they were good, 
and he stood in the midst of them, and he *aU, these will I make my ruler*; 
tor be stood among rboae tbat were spirits, ntd he saw that they were good; 
and he said unto me. Abraham, thou art one of them, thou wast chosen be¬ 
fore thou wast bora. And there stood one among them that was like unto 
God, and he said unto those who were with him, we will go down, for there 
is space there, and we will take of these materials, and we will make an 
earth whereon these may dwell; and we will prove them herewith, to see if 
they do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command them; and 
they who keep their 6rst estate, shall be added upon; and they who keep 
not their first estate, shall not have glory in the same kingdom with those 
who keep their first estate; and they who keep their secood estate, shall 
have glory added upon their heads for ever aid ever." 

There are other points of comparison, but these are suffi¬ 
cient to be mentioned here. Much importance is being at¬ 
tached to this work, brought from the oblivion of the Old Slavic 
language by Professor Bonwetsch, since it is being placed in 
an extensive religious work now being published in Leipzig, 
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entitled, "Studies for the History of Theology end the 
Church." Hence it may well be concluded that it is regarded 
as an important chapter in such a work, by those who are 
deeply learned in such records of antiquity. 

With this in view, we ask our ycung men to read again 
with attention this alleged Book of the Revelation of Abra¬ 
ham, and compare it with that given to the world through 
the agency of the Prophet Joseph Smith, that they may see 
Low Im i iu eveiy point uX eawellcuv.^—literary style, largeness 
of information, profoundness, and nobility of doctrine—it ex¬ 
ceeds this half apochryphal work abort to End its way into 
one of the most pretentious religious works of the century. 



